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SALT LAKE CITY — Belva 
Kent’s 15-year-long nightmare 
' may be over soon, but she fears 
that convicted killer Theodore 
Bundy’s scheduled confession 
with a Salt Lake County Sheriffs 
deputy today may reopen old 
wounds about her daughter Debi 
Jean’s disappearance. 

“It ll be an end to a nightmare 
(but) I didn’t think it would be 
this difficult,” she said, of Bun- 
dy’s scheduled meeting with sher- 
iffs detective Dennis Couch to 
discuss the disappearances of at 
least six Utah women. 

Seventeen-year-old Debi disap- 
peared the night of Nov. 8, 1974, 
when she left a high school play 
in the Salt Lake City suburb of 
Bountiful to pick up her brother. 
Kent has thought about Debi ev- 
ery day since then, and whether 
her daughter died violently at 
Bundy’s hands. 

“I’m having a real hard time 
right now,” Kent said. “I didn’t 
think it was going to be that way. 
It’s a very trying time for anyone 
involved, mother, father, brother, 
sister.” 

Mrs. Kent still keeps a porch 
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belongings inside the store. 


Sheriffs Department. 


light burning for her daughter, 
and she said even if Bundy pro- 
vides information that leads au- 
thorities to her body, she will still 
keep the light glowing every day 
“forever and ever.” 

“It will never be turned off,” 
she said. “It’s a memorial to her.” 

Mrs. Kent and other family 
members of missing Utah women 
have watched as dates have been 
set for Bundy’s execution, only to 


LAYTON — Things just didn’t add up 
when Nancy Baird disappeared from a Lay- 
ton convenience store along U.S. 89 on Ju- 


Baird, 23, was working the holiday shift 
at the Triangle convenience store, which is 
now a Texaco station. Sometime during the 
afternoon, the young mother vanished. 

Sheriffs deputies found her purse, medi- 
cation she needed daily and other personal 


“Everything was there except her,” recal- 
led Capt. Bud Cox of the Davis County 
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‘Mother says confessiot may open old wounds 







Layton woman’s disappearance remains unsolved 


It’s possible the we 
but Cox said that be 
been inconsistent wit 





case. 





ugh the area that day en 
route to Ogden. And Cox said he believes 
Bundy was responsib 
tion. 


“Absolutely. We | kr Ow on that day, Bun- 
dy went to Ogden tō visit the father of his 








feel bitter that he’s waiting until 
_ the 11th hour. He’s played the ju- 
‘dicial system to the hilt. 


see them stayed. 
This time, the 42-year-old for- 
mer University of Utah law stu- 
dent faces an execution in “They've got to give him a 
Florida’s electric chair Tuesday, stay,” she said. “They’ve got to 
but he has unsuccessfully asked let him clear up (the cases) for 
for a postponement so he could everyone’s peace of mind. But 
provide information about un- I’m just angry that he’s played 
solved crimes in Utah, Colorado, the judicial system out.” 
Washington and other states. _ As for Mrs. Kent, she’s going 
“I feel real good that he’s going through the grief of losing a loved 
to confess,” Mrs. Kent said. “I one, mainly because Debi’s body 


Today, Bundy is scheduled to meet with 
Utah authorities to discuss the disappear- 
ances of Baird, Nancy Wilcox of Salt Lake 
County and Debra Kent of Bountiful. 


Cox is not sure what Bundy will reveal to 
investigators, but said he hopes investiga- 
tors will glean new leads to help resolve the 


“It would be nice to know, if he’ll tell us. 
Maybe he’d even give us an idea where he 
dumped them, not that we’d be able to find 
them,” he said. 


_ Baird’s mother, who lives in Layton and 
is described by relatives as a recluse, could 
not be reached for comment. 

























































may finally be found. It’s differ- 
ent than the death of her son, 
who was killed by a drunken 
driver four years ago. 

“We had a body to put to rest,” 
she said. When the family buried 
Debi’s brother, a headstone was 
placed with her name on it, but it 
failed to ease their feelings about 
Debi’s fate. 

“With this, we’ve mourned over 
the years,” Mrs. Kent said. She 
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said the family also has endured 
remarks from people who ques- 
tioned whether her daughter actu- 
ally was killed. 

“A lot of people were speculat- 
ing that she was a runaway,” she 
said. “The kids went through an 
awfully hard time. Children are 
very very cruel. They lived with 
that for several years. It'll be nice 
now to say this is it.” 

Couch hopes to learn what hap- 
pened Debi Kent and others at 
his meeting scheduled for 10:30 
MST. He said he would ask Bun- 
dy about five unsolved Utah.-kill- 
ings, plus one that Salt Lake City 


police officers asked him about. 


“It’s been frustrating over all 
the years for all these different 
police agencies,” he said. “It’s 
been frustrating for many irea- 
sons. First and foremost for the 
families of all the victims. 

“I think the hour and a-half 
that’s been allotted to me should 
be sufficient enough ... providing 
there’s full cooperation om his 
part,” he said. 

Couch said he has no doubt 
that Bundy was responsible for 
the Kent woman’s disappearance 
and four other Utah disappear- 
ances or killings. 

















